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Interview
on social
Justice
“

S

ocial justice walks in the sandals
of Jesus,” reported Willie Edward
Hucks II, chair, Department of
Practical & Applied Theology,
associate professor of pastoral theology and
homiletics and chair of the Ethnicity, Race,
and Social Justice Committee, Seventh-day
Adventist Theological Seminary, Andrews
University. The following interview was conducted by Hyveth Williams.
HW: Let me start with first things first. What is
the ERSJ committee and its purpose?
WH: As I believe and correctly understand
it, the Ethnicity, Race, and Social Justice
Committee (ERSJ), was established several
years ago by Seminary action to primarily
address issues grounded in race and race
relations. Originally functioning as an ad hoc
body, it met occasionally to address incidents.
However, when I was asked to serve as committee chair in 2016, I advocated that the body
become a standing committee. Doing so would
allow us to focus more on long-term structural
matters that impact seminarians and faculty/
staff as well as academic programs, curriculum, andragogy and a host of other longstanding concerns.
HW: What is the general focus of the ESRJ
Committee?

WH: Our focus on ethnicity does not lead
us to create some super-culture as it were.
Rather, it allows for an appropriate pride in
one’s heritage while encouraging everyone
to learn from others and their cultures, to
participate in the lives of others, and to grow
in understanding what makes others tick.
Our focus on race is grounded in historical
inequities that have been acknowledged by
Seminary leadership—inequities that have impacted seminarians and employees alike. Our
focus on social justice finds its foundation in
the reality that while injustices will exist until
Jesus returns, the presence of those injustices
does not excuse us from working to affirm the
image of God in His creation. Laboring on behalf of others to affirm God’s image proves to
be a potent witness to the love of God for His
children, and it also serves as an effective tool
of evangelism.
HW: You were recently the lead organizer for a
Congress on Social Justice. When and where was it
held?
WH: The Congress on Social Justice (CSJ),
was conducted as a hybrid event October
14–16, hosted by the Seventh-day Adventist
Theological Seminary at Andrews University.
HW: What was the mission of the Congress on
Social Justice? Was its purpose fulfilled? If yes how,
if no, why not?

“Social justice walks in
the sandals of Jesus.”

WH: As I stated during my opening remarks on
the Thursday evening of the Congress, God looked
at everything He had created and noted that it
was very good. Sin, however, eventually marred
His creation, introducing disequilibrium to all
relationships and disrupting ecological balance.
Christianity claims and teaches a restorative
gospel; but the Christ of Christianity does not wait
until the end of time to effect healing. He engaged
in wholistic healing while He walked on this
planet 2,000 years ago, and He longs to continue
that ministry through His present-day disciples.
HW: What was the theme or purpose of the
Congress?
WH: All three plenaries and 12 breakout sessions of the CSJ were designed to recognize existing global issues and provide practical tools that
the worldwide Adventist Church, local church
bodies, and concerned individuals can utilize to
effect transformation on a global or local stage,
as applicable. If I am to believe the feedback that
I and others on our planning committee received,
then the purposes of the Congress were fulfilled
because many people—whether attending in person or remotely—spoke of their new awareness of
issues that previously never registered on their
radar. As an example, several people personally
shared with me that they were unaware of female
genital mutilation—let along the life-altering
damage it does to a person emotionally, physically and spiritually. But they were glad that the

Church actively addresses FGM and that they can
be a part of the solution even while living thousands of miles away from where so much of this is
conducted. The Congress also succeeded because
people—like those of whom I just spoke—have
been inspired to seek out how they can move their
ministry from relief to development, from community services to societally impactful engagement of a more enduring nature.
HW: How well did the remote and in-person
(hybrid) participation work?
WH: It proved better than I expected. From the
beginning, we had more registrations for remote
delivery than we did in-person; and that proved
to be one of the unexpected blessings of COVID.
When we initiated the planning for this event in
2019, we obviously weren’t thinking about COVID;
so as such, we were planning for a large in-person
participation. Without a doubt, had we not pursued
a hybrid option, we would not have had the farreaching impact that we did.
HW: Was there or will there be a white paper on
social justice from either or both ESRJ and Congress?
WH: The original plan was to produce a book.
Then we considered publishing the papers that
would result from the event. However, for a number of reasons, we’ve yet to take that next step. But
it’s not too late.

HW: Will there be another Congress and if so,
when?
WH: It’s too early to know when we will have
a follow-up Congress; but I know we do need to
have one. We have been inundated with requests
to cover a number of topics that we just couldn’t
cover the first time around, in large part because
our hard-working planning committee decided
from the beginning to focus on topics that were
more global in their reach. I have attended many
congresses over the years, and I left some of them
hoping that there would be follow-up to build upon
the momentum generated. This congress taught
me how complex such an undertaking is, and how
challenging it is to follow up in the future. But I repeat: We do need to have at least a second Congress
on Social Justice.
HW: Do you have any closing thoughts?
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WH: People often equate social justice with
race and racial issues. Racial issues fall under the
umbrella of social justice; but they are far from
the sum total of social justice. Social justice tackles policies and practices that promote inequities;
and, as such, is often seen through a political lens.
Many on the right believe social justice advocates
have gone too far, while many on the left believe
social justice advocates don’t go far enough. I
point people to two Bible passages in particular
as foundational to a theological understanding of
social justice: Matthew 7:12 and its golden rule,
as well as the two commandments of Matthew
22:37–39. These passages provide an antidote to
selfishness and self-centeredness, and help us
see and live through the eyes of the other. Social
justice walks in the sandals of Jesus.
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